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Dear readers, 

At FAR, we will not be tired of repeating that knowledge and experience are one of the strongest 

foundations for access to rights. That is why FAR celebrated its 10th anniversary with the 

publication of a collection of articles on Current Issues in Refugee and Migration Law and a two-

day conference on these topics. In this newsletter you will find dozens of video recordings from 

the conference, as well as expert videos and infographics we developed for a project to build an 

accessible legal aid network for refugees in Bulgaria. In this regard, it is no coincidence that FAR 

is currently leading three strategic cases before the European Court of Justice and others before 

the European Court of Human Rights! 

We also continue to work actively on our European projects related to the protection of the rights 

of unaccompanied and separated refugee and migrant children and the introduction of 

complementary legal pathways for refugees to access the territory of host countries.  

We are looking for ways to preserve the FAR hotline, which is a daily lifebelt for so many refugees 

in Bulgaria. Support us in this effort! 

Thank you for your trust and partnership, 

Attorney at Law Dr. Valeria Ilareva, Chairperson of the Foundation for Access to Rights – FAR 

 

 

https://www.farbg.eu/en/node/586
https://www.farbg.eu/en/publications/anniversary-volume-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hotline-services-for-refugees-in-bulgaria/
https://farbg.eu/en/valeria


 

NEWS 

THE JUBILEE COLLECTION OF ARTICLES OF THE FOUNDATION 

FOR ACCESS TO RIGHTS "CURRENT ISSUES IN REFUGEE AND 

MIGRATION LAW", EDITED BY LAWYER VALERIA ILAREVA, IS 

OUT OF PRINT. 

 

      The collection gathers the knowledge and 

experience of the authors Anna Velikova, Ana 

Raykova, Valeria Ilareva, Valeri Petkov, Vasil 

Panayotov, Vladislava Stoyanova, Desislava Argirova, 

Ildiko Otova, Iskra Yankova, Kaloyan Stoyanov, 

Magdalena Miteva, Maria Shisheva, Olga Dimitrov, 

Olga Kolot, Petya Kazakova, Rositsa Atanasova and 

Tanya Chechkova. You can learn more about the 

collection HERE. 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL REPORT ON FAR ACTIVITIES - 2022 WAS 

PUBLISHED. 

 

 

 

 

A link to the annual report can be found on the 

FAR website HERE. 

The video for the annual report can be viewed 

HERE. 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/latest/jubilee-collection-articles-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-published?fbclid=IwAR0U2Ac-sGcxOGNVUV4bFsa7FQ4EMWXDkBQOk3QaUnGDvLXNBP_7LbIoHvs
https://farbg.eu/en/latest/jubilee-collection-articles-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-published?fbclid=IwAR0U2Ac-sGcxOGNVUV4bFsa7FQ4EMWXDkBQOk3QaUnGDvLXNBP_7LbIoHvs
https://farbg.eu/sites/default/files/annual-reports/%D0%93%D0%9E%D0%94%D0%98%D0%A8%D0%95%D0%9D%20%D0%94%D0%9E%D0%9A%D0%9B%D0%90%D0%94%202022.docx.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0kEG7n_nLu2Q4WnJjLHQxl7kuh7gG1XHg2-W1y11ma0Kq82Aeoh0GZwuo
https://www.facebook.com/farbg.eu/videos/354456530372276
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/izleze-ot-pechat-yubileyniyat-sbornik-ss-statii-aktualni-vprosi-na-bezhanskoto-i?fbclid=IwAR0U2Ac-sGcxOGNVUV4bFsa7FQ4EMWXDkBQOk3QaUnGDvLXNBP_7LbIoHvs


 

In July 2023 FAR celebrates 10 years since its creation 

 

Read our interviews regarding our 10-th anniversary  with our Chairman and Founder, Phd. 

Atty. Valeria Ilareva , as well as Atty. Magdalena Miteva and Olga Dimitrov.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/latest/10-years-far-interview-lawyer-valeria-ilareva?fbclid=IwAR37fxRQ-h2DWCyCykHz29uskXl5Q-VTOMOfI6TLermHiMos9dBiZfeXgPc
https://farbg.eu/en/latest/10-years-far-interview-lawyer-valeria-ilareva?fbclid=IwAR37fxRQ-h2DWCyCykHz29uskXl5Q-VTOMOfI6TLermHiMos9dBiZfeXgPc
https://farbg.eu/en/latest/interview-lawyer-magdalena-miteva-and-olga-dimytrow
https://www.youtube.com/embed/_WYxhDNrudk?feature=oembed
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/10-godini-far-razgovor-s-adv-valeriya-ilareva?fbclid=IwAR37fxRQ-h2DWCyCykHz29uskXl5Q-VTOMOfI6TLermHiMos9dBiZfeXgPc
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/intervyu-s-advokat-magdalena-miteva-i-olga-dimitrov
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/intervyu-s-advokat-magdalena-miteva-i-olga-dimitrov


 

CONGRATULATIONS FOR FAR 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

All congratulations can be seen HERE. 

A congratulatory message from FAR's strategic partner UNHCR can be read 

HERE. 

 

 

 

 

THE FACES OF THE FAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.farbg.eu/bg/latest/pozhelaniya-za-10-godishninata-na-far-ot-partnori-i-priyateli
https://farbg.eu/en/testimonials/01102023
https://farbg.eu/en/testimonials/01102023


 

 

LIVECHAT 

 

 

 

The LIVECHAT service has been launched, 

allowing beneficiaries to connect with our experts 

live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NAME OF THE MIGRANTLIFE.BG PLATFORM IS NOW 

REFUGEELIGHT.BG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://refugeelight.bg/en/landing-page-10
https://refugeelight.bg/bg


 

PROJECTS 

PROJECT "ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ACCESSIBLE NETWORK FOR 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO DISPLACED PERSONS FROM UKRAINE IN 

BULGARIA AND PREVENTION AND COUNTERACTION OF HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING" 

        For this project, FAR produced 7 videos in which experts from the organisation share their 

knowledge and experience on topical issues concerning refugees and migrants. See the videos 

HERE. The project is implemented with the financial support of Iceland, Liechtenstein and 

Norway under the Active Citizens Bulgaria Fund within the European Economic Area Financial 

Mechanism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the same project we created 12 

infographics, which you can find 

HERE.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/building-accessible-network-legal-aid-displaced-persons-ukraine-bulgaria-and-preventing
https://farbg.eu/bg/projects/izgrazhdane-na-dostpna-mrezha-za-pravna-pomosch-na-razselenite-lica-ot-ukrayna-v-blgariya


 

 

WORK CONTINUES ON PROJECT SUN (SAFEGUARDING 

UNACCOMPANIED AND SEPARATED CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 

THROUGH THE EU CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS) 

 

 

 

 

The project partners created their first 

newsletter, which can be viewed HERE.  

 

 

 

 

 

      On 22 and 23 June the lawyers Magdalena Miteva and Valeria Ilareva, FAR 

visited Thessaloniki, and on 20 and 21 September the lawyers Magdalena 

Miteva and Valeri Petkov from FAR  visited Bolzano, Italy.  

       The purpose of these visits is to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and experience between 

the project partners on the protection of unaccompanied and separated refugee and migrant 

children and the implementation of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. The next meeting will 

be Romania! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/index.php/en/projects/SUN-project?fbclid=IwAR22bnqH7b1XH1Wop7SxReTVtPOyKrK47ZyUtXC4jMpWCzKVNxD_EYC-adY
https://farbg.eu/index.php/en/projects/SUN-project?fbclid=IwAR22bnqH7b1XH1Wop7SxReTVtPOyKrK47ZyUtXC4jMpWCzKVNxD_EYC-adY
https://farbg.eu/index.php/en/projects/SUN-project?fbclid=IwAR22bnqH7b1XH1Wop7SxReTVtPOyKrK47ZyUtXC4jMpWCzKVNxD_EYC-adY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FsoXAbqQ2OaNKDS1XpUElmOWMxEBMjy/view?fbclid=IwAR12ng6NPJ78IEdpyWF4w9YaFduc3fuXUUMj4qknAdgMrUnDO0db2hVvrkM
https://farbg.eu/bg/magdalena
https://farbg.eu/bg/valeria
https://www.facebook.com/farbg.eu/posts/pfbid02nv7eCVLjAfFeXZ3t4wrEebxN5QpcMCJzSgME3Ciz9hGPRqg4PYU5s4tXLCcCg3BHl
https://farbg.eu/bg/magdalena
https://farbg.eu/bg/magdalena
https://farbg.eu/bg/valeri-petkov
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02qStmFe4j4HgBdzxVDagFfoqV5mdMHKjmh396BN8JhbM6SWaKF2Sfgt8NNbGaj4gKl&id=100091972200014
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02qStmFe4j4HgBdzxVDagFfoqV5mdMHKjmh396BN8JhbM6SWaKF2Sfgt8NNbGaj4gKl&id=100091972200014
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FsoXAbqQ2OaNKDS1XpUElmOWMxEBMjy/view?fbclid=IwAR12ng6NPJ78IEdpyWF4w9YaFduc3fuXUUMj4qknAdgMrUnDO0db2hVvrkM
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02qStmFe4j4HgBdzxVDagFfoqV5mdMHKjmh396BN8JhbM6SWaKF2Sfgt8NNbGaj4gKl&id=100091972200014
https://www.facebook.com/farbg.eu/posts/pfbid02nv7eCVLjAfFeXZ3t4wrEebxN5QpcMCJzSgME3Ciz9hGPRqg4PYU5s4tXLCcCg3BHl


 

 

 

PROJECT "EFFECTIVE LEGAL AID 

FOR REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS IN 

BULGARIA - CONTINUATION" 

 A first-of-its-kind video featuring a virtual reality 

experience was created - "ALMOST HERE - 

for safe access to refugee protection". It 
is part of the project's advocacy activities. A link 

to the project video can be seen HERE.  

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC CASES 

THE CASE THAT GIVES HOPE TO FOREIGNERS IN A LEGAL 

VACUUM IN BULGARIA 

The request was addressed by the 

Administrative Court - Sofia City to the 

Court of Justice of the European Union in 

Luxembourg on 29.05.2023 in a case led by 

the lawyers of FAR, which has the strategic 

potential to resolve one of the biggest 

systemic problems of access to fundamental 

human rights for foreigners in Bulgaria. 

Read the full text of the preliminary ruling 
HERE. 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1376302696292871
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1376302696292871
https://www.facebook.com/voiceinbulgaria/videos/1376302696292871
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://www.facebook.com/voiceinbulgaria/videos/1376302696292871
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/deloto-koeto-dava-nadezhda-za-chuzhdencite-v-praven-vakuum-v-blgariya?fbclid=IwAR2xuoR2pyWGjhP3rlyhniOpIB58F_CL8IWmHsWH8mHYiMCATC3EHEycFjw


 

 

 

THE FACES OF THE FAR 

 

 

 

Interview with lawyer Vasil 

Panayotov HERE. 

 

 

 

 

Interview with lawyer Kaloyan 

Stoyanov HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview with Petya Petrova -  

Social Media Expert HERE. 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/latest/faces-far-vasil-panayotov
https://farbg.eu/en/latest/interview-lawyer-kaloyan-stoyanov
https://farbg.eu/en/latest/interview-petya-petrova-social-media-expert
https://farbg.eu/bg/latest/intervyu-s-advokat-kaloyan-stoyanov


 

 

EVENTS (TRAININGS) 

ON 12 AND 13 SEPTEMBER 2023 THE CONFERENCE "CURRENT 

ISSUES IN REFUGEE AND MIGRATION LAW" WAS HELD IN 

POMORIE. 

 

The videos with the speakers from the conference can be seen HERE. 

 

ON 26 OCTOBER THE FINAL EVENT OF THE PROJECT "EFFECTIVE 

LEGAL AID FOR REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS IN BULGARIA - 

CONTINUATION" WAS HELD 

 

 

 

More about the event can be seen 

HERE. 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-held-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-held-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-held-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-was-held-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/videos/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-held-september-12-and-13-2023-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/videos/conference-current-issues-refugee-and-migration-law-held-september-12-and-13-2023-pomorie
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/effective-legal-aid-refugees-and-migrants-bulgaria-under-active-citizens-fund
https://www.facebook.com/farbg.eu/posts/pfbid02xwmPqirtTui6xYr8qaD7PTrshhW5cUFroLWGHkWRxF6C7FYiv7SKLVctEiaEK7i3l


 

 

COMING SOON 

 

STAY TUNED FOR TWO 

NEW VIDEOS THAT WILL 

TELL ABOUT THE LIFE 

OF TWO STATELESS 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE 

BEEN LIVING IN 

BULGARIA FOR MORE 

THAN 20 YEARS 

The videos are produced with the 

financial support of the European 

Network on Statelessness. Their aim 

is to show the systemic problems faced by stateless people and to promote the Statelessness 

Index, which can be found HERE. 

 

 

 

THE SUN PROJECT WILL HOLD A PARTNERS MEETING IN 

ROMANIA ON 13-15.11.2023 

You can see more about the project HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://index.statelessness.eu/country/bulgaria
https://index.statelessness.eu/country/bulgaria
https://farbg.eu/index.php/en/projects/SUN-project?fbclid=IwAR22bnqH7b1XH1Wop7SxReTVtPOyKrK47ZyUtXC4jMpWCzKVNxD_EYC-adY


 

 

 

THE FINAL CONFERENCE OF THE COMPLEMENTARY PATHWAYS 

TO SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE - COMP4SEE PROJECT WILL BE 

HELD IN ZAGREB, CROATIA ON 23.11.2023 

 

 

You can see more about the project HERE. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

         We are grateful to UNHCR for the donated car, which will help us to help even more refugees 

in more places in Bulgaria. The use of the vehicle by the FAR team will contribute to establishing 

even better contacts with the communities and our network of partners. 

 

 

 

 

https://farbg.eu/en/projects/comp4see
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/comp4see
https://farbg.eu/en/projects/comp4see


 

 

 

         We are grateful to everyone who supported with their donations the cause of the FAR SOS 

Hotline in the Global Giving campaign. Thanks to them, the SOS Hotline it will continue to exist 

until the end of 2023. In the video below or HERE you can meet the team behind the SOS Hotline. 

        The FAR SOS hotline can still be supported HERE. Make your donation so the hotline 

can continue to help people in need!  

 

          

            The  FAR team would like to thank all our partners, donors, supporters and supporters, 

including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Bulgaria, Unicef Bulgaria, 

International Rescue Committee, the European Commission, Sigrid Rausing Trust, Active Citizens 

Fund, the European Network for Stateless People and more. It is thanks to their support and 

assistance that PHARE is realizing its core mission and activities to ensure access to rights in 

practice and to provide effective protection against arbitrary deprivation of rights. 

https://youtu.be/cg6X94v0AM0?si=KeaZexelVkzZtd8p
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hotline-services-for-refugees-in-bulgaria/?fbclid=IwAR3GtvhbaSwn_NlJvswjWiUkOzvYkay3volH4UHcvr1xPIzeigdykm5H8N8
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hotline-services-for-refugees-in-bulgaria/?fbclid=IwAR3GtvhbaSwn_NlJvswjWiUkOzvYkay3volH4UHcvr1xPIzeigdykm5H8N8
https://www.unhcr.org/bg/
https://www.unicef.org/bulgaria/
https://www.rescue.org/
https://commission.europa.eu/index_bg
https://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/
https://www.activecitizensfund.bg/public/portfolios/view.cfm?id=1
https://www.activecitizensfund.bg/public/portfolios/view.cfm?id=1
https://www.statelessness.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cg6X94v0AM0

